
 

NC   MINORITY HEALTH ADVISORY COUNCIL 
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

  OF THE  
2009-2010 SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

(Approved February 9, 2009) 
(This document reference State Bills (SB) and House Bills (HB) introduced on February 19, 2009) 

 
 

Community Focused Eliminating Health Disparities Initiative   (CFEHDI) 
Provide funding to support the Community Focused Eliminating Health Disparities Initiative   
(CFEHDI) which focuses on the use of prevention measures to support healthy lifestyles for faith-
based and community-based organizations, local health departments and American Indian Tribes.  
Grants will be awarded to close the gap in the health status of African Americans, 
Hispanics/Latinos, and American Indians as compared to whites in the following areas: infant 
mortality, HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted infections, cancer, diabetes, homicides, and motor 
vehicle deaths. Provides funding for grant-in-aid to community programs seeking to prevent 
chronic illness among minority populations. 

 
  The Council recommends level funding $3,000,000R – FY 2009-10 

       
 

Tobacco Quitline 
Provide funding to expand the NC Quitline Services.  Quitline is a cost effective and evidence 
based tobacco cessation service, 1-800-QUIT-NOW, for adult tobacco users who want to quit the 
use of tobacco. Funds will be used for medical and counseling services to persons using tobacco. 

 
  The Council recommends an increase of $1 million $1,500,000R – FY 2009-10 

   
    Supported by SB 240, Section 1(10) 

      Sponsors:    Senators:  Purcell, Atwater, Dorsett, Forrester, Malone,  
                      Kinnaird, McKissick, and Swindell 
 
 
 

     Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention 
● Stroke Public Awareness - Provide funding for a stroke public awareness campaign, a 

Survey of gaps and needs in the prevention and treatment of stroke, and to continue the 
Justus-Warren Heart Disease and Stroke Task force. 

 
 The Council recommends level funding      $360,000R– FY 2009-10 
  
 Supported by SB 278  
 Sponsors:  Senators:  Purcell, Dorsett, and Forrester 
     
 Supported by HB 267    
 Sponsors:  Representatives: Weiss, Womble, Williams, Carney (Primary Sponsors); 

M. Alexander, Faison, Fisher, E. Floyd, Hall, Holliman, Lucas, Luebke, 
McLawhorn, Mobley, and E. Warren  
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       ● Reduce the Leading Causes of Death - Provide funding to reduce the leading causes of  
 death by expanding patient self-management of the risk factors associated with injury, 

cancer, heart disease, stroke and asthma including high blood pressure, high cholesterol, 
diabetes, and tobacco cessation across the state. 

 
  The Council recommends the following $5,200,000 – FY 2009-10 
 

● Stroke Prevention – Provide funding for operation of Stroke Advisory Council, the 
continued implementation of public awareness campaign, and identification of stroke 
rehabilitation services throughout the state to establish a partnership with the 
NCcareLINK to disseminate information. 

 
  The Council recommends level funding $450,000R – FY 2009-10 
 

    Supported by SB 240, Section 1(11) 
      Sponsors:    Senators:  Purcell, Atwater, Dorsett, Forrester, Malone,  
                      Kinnaird, McKissick, and Swindell 

 
 
 

Infant Mortality Reduction 
To improve birth outcomes by expanding utilization of 17-Alpha Hydroxy 
Progesterone Caporate for low income women to reduce recurrent pre-term births; 
and by expanding and strengthening the current statewide initiative addressing SIDS 
risk reduction, Safe Sleep, and secondhand smoke exposure for women of 
reproductive age and their families. 
 

  The Council recommends level funding $247,000R – FY 2009-10 
 

    Supported by SB 240, Section 1(5) 
      Sponsors:    Senators:  Purcell, Atwater, Dorsett, Forrester, Malone,  
                      Kinnaird, McKissick, and Swindell 

 
 
 

Funds for Interpreter Services          
Funds to hire qualified interpreters based in local health departments in the state to ensure public 
health compliance to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which requires agencies receiving 
federal funding to provide language services for Limited English Proficient clients.  Also, funds 
may be used by local health departments to provide incentives to recruit and hire bilingual staff and 
train interpreters. The Council supports the recommendation of the Public Health Task force to 
support 1 FTE for each of the 85 local health departments. 

 
  The Council recommends the following $2,600,000R – FY 2009-10 
 
 
 
 
 

2009-2010 Session of the General Assembly 
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Funds for Obesity Prevention. 
MHAC supports the Childhood Obesity Prevention to continue funding interventions in preschools, 
schools, communities, faith organizations, and health care settings that promote and support 
physical activity and healthy eating; and continue funding worksite chronic disease/obesity 
prevention programs for State employees. 

 
   $3,829,454R – FY 2009-10 
 

        Supported by SB 240, Section 1(2) 

The Council recommends the following with a special emphasis 
on reaching populations disproportionally impacted by obesity. 

            Sponsors:   Senators:    Purcell, Atwater, Dorsett, Forrester, Malone,  
                             Kinnaird, McKissick, and Swindell 

 
 

Diabetes Education Umbrella 
Provide funding to establish a diabetes education umbrella to be located in the state health 
director’s office.  Create positions for an ADA qualified dietitian and registered nurse to provide 
oversight of local health department’s diabetes education programs to meet ADA requirements and 
receive reimbursement.  
 

   $86,756R – FY 2008-09 The Council recommends the following with a special emphasis 
on reaching populations disproportionally impacted by the 
disease.  

 
 
 

         Supported by SB 240, Section 1(7) 
           Sponsors:  Senators:     Purcell, Atwater, Dorsett, Forrester, Malone,  
                             Kinnaird, McKissick, and Swindell 

 
 
Increase in Cigarette Tax 

MHAC supports the North Carolina Institute of Medicine (NCIOM) Prevention Task Force 
recommendation which calls for the NC General Assembly to increase the tax on a pack of cigarette 
to meet the current national average. The cigarette tax should be regularly indexed to the national 
average whenever there is a difference of at least 10% between the national average cost of a pack 
of cigarettes both product and taxes) and the North Carolina average cost of a pack of cigarettes. 
MHAC recommends that a portion of the revenues be used to reduce tobacco related illnesses, 
conditions, and health disparities. 

    
The Council recommends the following expansion $2,500,000R – FY 2008-09 
 
 
 
Dental School  

MHAC supports the establishment of the East Carolina University School of Dentistry.   
 
   
 
 
 
 

2009-2010 Session of the General Assembly 
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Healthy Youth Act 

MHAC supports an act to provide for abstinence until marriage and comprehensive sexuality 
education programs in grades seven through nine. 
 
Supported by SB 221 
Sponsors: Senators:  Graham;    Atwater, Berger of Franklin, Bingham, 

Boseman, Dannelly, Davis, Dorsett,   Foriest, Garrou, Jenkins, Jones, 
Kinnaird, Malone, McKissick, Nesbitt, Purcell, Queen, Shaw, Stien, and 
Weinstein. 

Supported by HB 88 
Sponsors: Representatives: England, Fisher, Adams, Wilkins (Primary 

Sponsors);  K. Alexander, M. Alexander, Allen, Blue, Bordsen, Bryant, 
Carney, Cotham, Crawford, Dickson, Earle, Farmer-Butterfield, E. Floyd, 
Glazier, goforth, Goodwin, Hall, Harrell, Harrison, Holliman, Hughes, 
Insko, Jackson, Jeffus,Jones, Lucas, Luebke, Mackey, Martin, Owens, 
Parmon, Ross, Sutton, Tarleton, Tolson, Wainwright, E. Warren, Weiss, 
Womble, and Wray 

 
 

NC Statewide Smoke Free Air Legislation 
MHAC supports an act to prohibit smoking in all enclosed public places and places of employment.   

 
   

 Supported by SB 205  
Sponsors: Senators:    Purcell; Clodfelter, Davis, Dorsett, Foriest, Goss, Graham, 

Hartsell, Jones, Kinnaird, Malone, McKissick, Rand, Snow, and Stein 
 
Supported by HB 2 
Sponsors: Representatives: Holliman, Weiss, Glazier, Barnhart (Primary 

Sponsors); Adams, M. Alexande4r, Bordsen, Burris-Floyd, Carney, 
Cotham, Dickerson, England, Fisher, Coforth, Goodwin, Hall, Harrell, 
Harrison, Insko, Luebke, Mackey, Martin, Neumann, Pierce, Ross, 
Tarleton, Underhill, Wray, and Yongue 
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